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About the Course 

This course aims to help students 

answer three key questions:  

1. What does the bible actually 

teach about calling? 

2. How am I to go about 

discerning my personal calling? 

3. How do I live my life in a 

way that helps me do the work to 

which I have been assigned? 

 

Through lectures and interviews, 

small group interaction and personal 

reflection, this course will help the 

participant better understand the 

Bible’s teaching on work and vocation, and to discover what one has been called to do to be part of God’s 

purposes. 

 

About the Lecturer  

 

Dates (2019) 
Sep 9, 16, 23, 30   
Oct 7, 14 
 
7:15pm – 10:00pm 
 

Location 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 

110 Race Course Road, Singapore 
218578  

 

 

Credits 
1.5 CR 
 
Class Format 
 Live 

Fees* 
S$225(Credit) 
S$120(Audit) 

* Students from Host Churches 
are entitled to 20% off credit 

courses only 

 

Mr Michael Low, a recent graduate of Regent College (MA Theo 
Studies '18), started his professional life as a litigation lawyer. He then 
moved on to banking where he spent over 10 years with several 
international private banks, his last role being the Asia Head of Fiduciary 
Services for a boutique Swiss private bank. Michael now works in fund-
raising for reSource Leadership International, a Christian not-for-profit, 
as the Advancement Consultant based in Singapore. He is also exploring 
ways to connect with the marketplace, where his passion lies.     
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Course Objectives 

1.  To help students understand what the bible teaches on the topic of personal calling, or personal life 

mission. 

2.  To help students gain a better understanding of what he or she has been called to do. This includes 

some teaching on how one can discern what one has been called to do.  

3. To help students understand what spiritual disciplines they need to finish the race that God has assigned 

them. 

 

Course Outline 

Session Lectures Pre-class Reading 

1  A Theology of Calling 
 

• The various calls of life – who is calling? 
• What is my personal life calling? What have I been 

called to do? 
• Seeing ourselves with sober judgment (Rom 12:3) 

and accepting our human-ness 
 
What is “calling?” What does my calling mean for my 
life?  

Gordon T. Smith, Courage 
and Calling, Chapter 1, 
“Stewards of our Lives” (p. 
9-28) 

2  Living as “called out” one 
 

• What does it mean to live as one who is called? 
• How are we to serve God through our callings and 

our relationships? 
• Our calling as a whole people of God – overcoming 

the secular/sacred divide 
 
Is calling only for pastors and missionaries, or does 
everyone have a role to play?  

Paul Stevens, The Other Six 
Days, Chapter 4 “Calling in a 
Post-Vocational Age” (p.71-
105) 

3  Discovering my Calling (1): Know thyself 
 

• Who am I and how has God made me? 
• Seeing my calling in the brokenness of the world 
• ABCs of discernment – ability, burden and calling 
• Living congruently with our gifts, talents and 

shortcomings 
 
 
Recognising who God has made me and embracing 
who I am in God 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gordon T. Smith, Courage 
and Calling, Chapter 3, 
“Seeking Congruence” (p. 
49-77) 
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Session Lectures Pre-class Reading 
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Discovering my Calling (2): Understanding life 
stages 
 

• Recognising life stages and how they affect our 
decision-making processes 

• Taking responsibility at every stage, and learning to 
deal with transitions 

• Finding meaningful work, or making work 
meaningful? 

• Five qualities of vocational integrity 
 
Our work is given to us by God and offered back to 
Him.  

Gordon T. Smith, Courage 
and Calling, Chapter 5, “As 
Unto the Lord” (p. 109-126) 

5  Discovering my Calling (3): Practicing spiritual 
discernment 
 

• Seeing the world clearly, and responding well 
• Our Calling as the cross we bear 
• A brief exercise in spiritual discernment  

 
“What is it I am being called to do, at this time and 
in this place?” 

Gordon T. Smith, The Voice 
of Jesus, Chapter 9, “The 
Call of God” (p. 183-207)* 

6  Living out my calling – Clearer, sharper and deeper 
 

• What does it mean to live out my calling? 
• How do I pursue my vocation in the context of my 

duties and responsibilities? 
• Living doxologically 

 
Knowing, caring for, loving and serving the world 
that we live in 

Paul Stevens, The Other Six 
Days, Chapter 7 “Prophets, 
Priests and Kings” (p.163-
189) 

*denotes readings that will be provided; for other readings, please make every effort to obtain them yourselves.  

Course Requirements 

1.  Class attendance   (15%) 

Class interaction is a key part of this course. We want to learn from the instructor, the various 

guest speakers, and from each other.  Class interaction also provides a way of putting into practice 

some of the things we learn in the course. 

 

2.   Short Book Review (35%) 

A 1000-word book review of Courage and Calling, Smith, Gordon T., Downer’s Grove IL, IVP, 2014. 

The review should cover key themes of the book, lessons learnt, and a short reflection on how these 

lessons learnt might be applied in your daily life and work.   

 

3.  A personal reflection paper (50%) 

This is a 2000-word paper that should include the following: 

A summary of your tentative understanding of your calling, gleaned from the readings and the 

exercises in the class, and at least one, and up to three action steps you will take to pursue your 

calling in the next three years. 
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COURSE ASSIGNMENT POLICIES 
 

1. For style and formatting of assignments, please refer to the document “General Formatting for all 

Assignments” available on your course Moodle page. 

 

2. ALL assignments are to be submitted by uploading via Moodle.  

 

3. Unless otherwise indicated, students must submit their assignments 3 months after the first day of 

the month following the last class/session (“first deadline”). After the first deadline, students will be 

granted a further 3-month extension automatically (“second deadline”). However, students who 

submit after the first deadline will incur the penalty of a one-third grade deduction on the 

specific late assignment (e.g., B+ will be downgraded to B). After the second deadline, the status of 

the incomplete course will be converted from Credit to Audit.  This conversion will not affect 

overall GPA. 

 

First Deadline: 1 February 2020 

Second Deadline: 1 May 2020 

 

NOTE FOR STUDENT PASS HOLDERS:   

The first and second deadlines are shortened to 1 month and 2 months respectively. 

Students are advised that BGST strongly discourages plagiarism. For more information on this 

point (what plagiarism is, how BGST penalises it), please consult the BGST 'Guidelines for Academic 

Papers’. 

 
 

Course Bibliography 

REQUIRED READINGS 
 
 
(1) Smith, Gordon T., Courage & Calling. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2011. 

(2) Stevens, R. Paul, The Other Six Days, Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1999. 

 

A short select bibliography of recommended texts  

Brennfleck, Kevin & Kay Marie. Live Your Calling, San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2005. 

Bolles, Richard N.   What Color Is Your parachute?   New York, NY: Ten Speed press, 2018. 

Smith, Gordon T., The Voice of Jesus: Discernment, Prayer and the Witness of the Spirit, Downers Grove 

IL, InterVarsity Press, 2003. 

Bockmuehl, Klaus, Listening to the God who Speaks, Colorado Springs, CO, Helmers&Howard, 1990 

Guiness, Os, The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of Your Life, Nashville, TN, Word 

Publishing, 1998. 

  

For more information, contact us at Biblical Graduate School of Theology 

50 Kallang Pudding Road, #07-01, S (349326) 

Tel: 65-62276815    bgst.edu.sg   Email: inquiry@bgst.edu.sg 

http://www.bgst.edu.sg/

