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OT362: 1 & 2 Chronicles: Old Traditions 

for a New Situation  
Dr Philip Satterthwaite | 1.5CR 

 
Course Purpose 

Relatively few Christians study 1 & 
2 Chronicles in detail these days. If 
you dip into these two books you 
can easily see why this is so: nine 
chapters of genealogies to begin 
with; various other lists of names 
(mainly temple personnel and 
officials, mainly people otherwise 
unknown) scattered throughout 
the chapters which follow; and a 
narrative that, though it mostly runs 
parallel to the Books of Samuel 
and Kings, seems to omit most of 
the incidents which make Samuel 
and Kings so lively and 
challenging. What has happened 
to the narratives of Saul and David? 
Where have Elijah and Elisha 
gone? We may be tempted to ask: 
why were the books of Chronicles ever written, never mind included within Scripture? This course 
will take students through 1 & 2 Chronicles, showing that many features of these books can be 
explained when one realises that they are a retelling of pre-exilic Israelite history designed to 
address the situation of Israelites living in the post-exilic era. Above all, we will explore the question: 
what is the distinctive vision of the Books of Chronicles, and how may we apply it to our situation? 
 

 
About the Lecturer 

Dr Philip Satterthwaite has been Lecturer in Old Testament and Biblical Hebrew at 

BGST since 1998. Before that he was Research Fellow in Hebrew & Aramaic at 

Tyndale House, Cambridge. 

 

His main research areas are the Old Testament Historical and Wisdom books. In 

2007  his  book,  Exploring the  Old  Testament  2:  The Histories (written with J.G. 

McConville), was published by SPCK/IVP. Philip has preached and taught in a 

number of churches in Singapore. He is a member of Prinsep Street Presbyterian 

church. He is married to Eileen. He was Principal of BGST from 2011 to 2019. 

 

Dates (2021) 
Oct 5, 19,  
Nov 2, 16, 30 
(7:15pm –10:00pm) 
 

Location 
Zoom Classroom 

Credits 
1.5CR 
 
Class Format 

 Self-Paced+Live 
(In-Person) 

✓ Self-Paced+Live 
(Online) 

 Self-Paced+Live 
(In-Person+Online) 

 

Fees* 
S$225(Credit) 
S$120 (Audit) 

 
*Alumni are entitled to 10% off 

for credit courses 
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Academic Information 
 

Learning Outcomes 
Students will gain a clearer understanding of the teaching of 1 & 2 Chronicles. They will have some 
practice in handling texts in Chronicles which have parallels in the Books of Samuel and Kings, 
learning how to interpret both Chronicles’ ‘minuses’ (omissions compared to Samuel and Kings) and 
‘pluses’ (material which has no parallel in Samuel and Kings). They will be encouraged to reflect on 
how and why Christians draw on different traditions (both biblical and non-biblical) at different times 
in their lives and when facing different situations 
 
 
Assignments 
 

1. A response to an essay or article (1000-1500 words). This can take the form of a review of 
the essay/article, or a more general reflection on issues raised by it. [40% of grade point] 
 

2. Either (A) an essay on the following topic: ‘If we did not have the Books of Chronicles in our 
Bibles, would we be any the worse off? What is the point of 1 & 2 Chronicles?’ 
 

Or (B) an essay which compares and contrasts the accounts in Kings and Chronicles of 
either (i) Solomon or (ii) Hezekiah. What are the differences and similarities between the two 
accounts, and how do you explain them? 
 
Whether you attempt A or B, the word limit is 3500 words. [60% of grade point] 
 
All assignments are due in on January 1st 2022. 

 
 
 
 

 

For more information, contact us at Biblical Graduate School of Theology 

50 Kallang Pudding Road, #07-01, AMA Building, Singapore 349326 

Tel: 65-62276815  bgst.edu.sgEmail: registration@bgst.edu.sg 

http://www.bgst.edu.sg/

